CHAMBERLAIN,  THE  KAISEB AND  BTJLOW        497

much to make his personal acquaintance at Windsor within the   CHAP,
next fortnight. When the Samoan squabble was at its worst and ^LXIX^
German demands were most challenging, Chamberlain had some- ^T> 63-
times repeated his old warning, that Britain might be driven to
drastic terms of settlement with France and Russia. Holstein
could not believe it. With his automatic art he reiterated that on
these lines the Colonial Secretary could only worsen relations
with France and Turkey, while not improving them with Russia.
When the Samoa agreement was safe and the Windsor visit
assured, Chamberlain looked forward eagerly to his coming dis-
cussions with the Kaiser and Billow.1

n
Unluckily on the other side of the North Sea facts and cal-
culations were more complicated. Amongst his subjects the
Emperor's journey to England was more unpopular than any
act of his reign yet. It was sound policy in view not of the Samoa
bargain alone but of soothing British opinion on a more
hazardous question. For his new and portentous Navy Bill was
impending.
''Bitter is our need of a strong German fleet", exclaimed
William II., in one of the most eloquent of all his speeches, a
week after the South African conflict began.2
Somewhat later at a performance of Madame Sans-Gene in
Berlin, the Kaiser between the acts discussed the Transvaal
struggle with the French Ambassador, the Marquis de Noailles;
and reproached France for her failure to follow him after the
Kruger telegram. Germany's naval position at present compelled
the strictest neutrality; but in twenty years, when he had pro-
vided himself with a fleet, he would speak with another voice.3
While using Eckardstein to encourage the Chamberlain-
Devonshire group, Hatzfeldt protested privately that he desired
no such thing as binding ties with Britain. He agrees with
Holstein that German policy ought to keep free hands: "I have
no fear of our falling between two stools, for no matter what may
happen both sides will want us". He adds that the Duke of
1  Eckardatein, vol. ii. pp. 96-107.           3 Cfrosse Potitik, vol. xv. pp, 406-
2  At  Hamburg,   October   18.   See    408 (Wilhelm II. to Biilow, October
Kaisemden (Leipzig, 1902), p. 268.        29, 1899).
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